FROM THE — 
| Minifters, and» Meffengers, 
OF TUE SRYERAL 


“BAPTIST CHURCHES. 


‘WESTERN ‘ASSOCIATION, 


ASSEM BLED AT 


‘SHORTWOOD, in the Parith of HORSELY, 
May 23d & 24th, 1804. 


‘ Maintaining the important Doctrines of three Pe 
the Godhead ; eternal and personal Elect.un ; 
7 Sin; particular Redemption ; free Justification by the Es 
imputed Righteousness of Christ; efficacious Grace ‘i 
Regeneration ; the final Perseverance of true Saints ; 
“Resurrection of the Dead; the future Judgment; the 
| To. the several Churches they represent or he ick a 


Pup 

t 

JEAR DRETHREN, 
| > 
4 

an an arduous war, and the of 4 

“ay enenies, never we reafon ‘to 

q 
4 
= » Zz 
+ 
j ie 
a” 


tion 


swe ‘have “in Chriftian Fellowfhip, 
upon the plan that appears to us the moft feriptural; and — 


e 


call 


unite in b 
te hold our.annual aflembly in peace. The tidings alia, 


| trom many of the Churches, give us farther caufe for 
that the ‘Lord, even in thefe troublefome 
‘times, is building up the walls of Zion though there are, 


im Connexion, fome.infances of @eclenfion and dif. 


‘trele, ‘which require-us ‘te mourn, and himble Onricives 
‘befere Him, whole gracious influence can revive the 


things that are ready to die. 


wasrequefted, ATociation, thatthe Subje& 


@PChurch Difcipline might particularly occu Ouratten. 
tion this year, and be difcuffed in‘our Circular 


Brethren, is‘worthy our moft ferious confi 


which, by giving ‘to every member a degree of influence, 
beft fecures the opportunity of rclorming, in any-of our 


Societies, Whatever is amifs or defeftive ;fowefthillbe 


jaltly liable to fevere venfure, if we do not improve thefe 
advantages, ‘to the honor'of God and our own benefit. 
» None of you were entered:among the Menibers of our 


‘Churches, by the of others; nor were you.c lied 


us, by human authority; but each individua pro- 
himfelf up Voluntarily to'God and his peo- 


We “you'had only ‘errived at years of difcretion, but 


Chrifi, to fay to-your 
we perceive that God is with you. 

“Wit Gaiitiot be required, 
enter ‘into train of, 


net-aimto make the fcriptures Your rule in every thing, 


clotely as poffible to the primitive pattdrn, 


ang our Deno- 
mination, you are inconfiftent and inexcufeble voudo 


ieffing the name of our God, for permitting us 


We willgowith you, for 


dreffing'you, that we thoult 
» to. prove'the Congrega- 


tional of Churchesto be fcriptural ; if that was net 
Us; andifficha 


thin of the 
nething to reftif acknowledged — 
difaeders, -Henoe'public con — 
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they-would perceive, acknow- 
had but power 


fupinenefs and indifference to the honor of our bleffed 
‘Lord, we thould fuffer his name-to be difhonored, through 
our negle& of his laws: T 
heart, we may expe& to find. fome infances wherein we 

prove to‘have been of 


as to prove that 
entire remembering | 
himfelf foalfo to walk,’ even as He walked, | 


ively adornin 


| ing h of of rid’ f 


- 


may fincerely: rey things ; but, | | 
We, however,fhall. ‘be more ‘culpable than they, if 
yet it as our | admit none but thofe, 
of God an truth, was ona profe of repent 
| 7 our Lord: Jefus Chrift, 
towards God, and faith in our we | 
, of his , 0 Know yenot, brethren, that fo 
of us as were. into Jefus Chott, | 
‘ Lig For as. 
of every one, foto walk in 
é 
Surely ‘be better n ot pretend to anv «Gh 
| is | be 
pout the or Sevior, 
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~deGtive capacity; 10 confider. one another, to provoke 
unto Jove and to.good works ;’’ impartially to admonith 
the unruly ; to reprove before all, them that fin openly ; 
and put,out from us fuch as fhew themfelves to be 
wicked perfons ; that the name ofthe Lord may not be 
blafphemed through their mifconduét. | 

Deubtlefs, if cach individual were more under the 
anfluence of that holy love, which would lead him to watch 
over others, with unfeigned folicitude for their fpiritual 
_welfareymuch fin might be prevented ; and the church 
would; be-eafed of agreatdeal of trouble. It. becomes 
_a Chriftiento. adopt the language of Cain, that child of 
athewicked One, who faid,*‘Am I my Brother's keeper ?”’ 

Ob! that-allyprofefiors of godlinefs were more averfe to 
{peak of a brother's fault to others, and more rcady to 
mention.it tothe offender himfelf. There is much room 
to fufpef thefineerity,of thofe, who go about whilpering 
hints, which they pretend they are very forryto mention, 
concérning the imperfetiions of a fellow-member ; while 
they tiavé not the fortitude and faithfulnefs to go to the 
perion Kimfelf, and: endeavour to convince him of the 
amproptiety of ‘his condu&. Thofe Jaws, an the third 
bookiof Mofes, are worthy of being confidered as the laws 
of Chrift : Thon thalt not go up and down as a tale-bearer 
among thy people. » Thou not hatethy brother in thy 
heart: thou thalt invany wife reprove thy::net hbour, 
not {fuffer fin upon him. None can be; wnder 


obligations, than they who are fellow-miermbersof a chrif- 
tian. Church, to apply to themfelves:thato charge, Thou 
fhalt-love thy neighbour as: thyfelf,— Weuld, you be wil- 


ling that nearett, fhould feethe beginning 
of a fire, which would ube likely to down. your habi- 
tation, and yet neglesét to give yortimely 
ani apprehenfion of. danger to his,own prem would 
unite with his regard'to you, in preventing uch negligence. 
Leve.thy neighbour as thyfelf, and fear din.more than 
conflagration. W ould -you be willing he. fhould wi 
the pilfering of your property, by. either a dtranger or an 


unfaithtul. , without Bving you the leaft intimation ? 
Love thy asthylelf and..confider .every luft 
and every idol,asthe worlt.of thieves, 


. We fhall not need to tran{cribe the salewhichour Lord 
has given, in Matt, xviii. 1g—27. but muft oblerve rea 
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this evidently relates, not to public difhonor brought ; 
the caufe of Chrift, by finful conduét already known to 
the world, but to more private offences, againft an indivi-. 
dual ‘brother, who is nie diretted in what manner he. 
Should proceed, in attempting to convince the offender of 
ins fault. ‘Now though Chriftians cannot too ftriéily 
adhere ‘to this dire&tion, in al! cafes of fuch a defcription, 
yet it does not follow that the fame mode of proceeding is. 
prefcribed, in cafes of open {candal, which no more affect 
one individual thananother. Herein it will often be right 
for the Church to take cognizance of the affairat once.* 
_ But when the offence of a member is brought under the 
notice of the Church, it does not follow that fuch a perfon 

muft be immediately excluded. If his fault be but little. 
known, or does not bring immediate and open reproach on 
the caufe of Chrift, it may be fufficient at firft ferioufly to 
admonifh him, erther by meffengers deputed for that end; or 

bythe paftor,inthe prefence of the church; orby letter figned 
in the name of whole fociety. And if he be not at 
once convinced ofthe error of his way, fuch an admoni-. 
tion may be repeated, before the church proceed to fepa- 
rate him from their communion. Thefe fteps feem mof 
requifite in cafes of a more intricate nature, where the fin. 
is not at Once Obvious to every man’s confcience ; and, 
the concurring judgment of the Church is needful to 


* There is another paflage, in Matt. v. 23, 24, (which though exprefled in 
Old Teftament ee yet was doubtlete intended chiefly for the in 
{tru€tion of the New Teftament Church,) that has been often mifapplied ; 
as though it would juftify a perfon’s abfenting himf{elf from the table of the 
Lord, on account of the ce he had taken at the condu& of another. ' 
We do not urge the confideration, that this pafflage has no immediate refee 
yence to the Lord’s fupper; fer although that Ordinance was not inftituted 
at the time when our Lord gave this dire€tion, yet it might be applied to it 
by fair analogy. But itis more to the purpofe to remark, that ny nage a is 
addreffed, not to the perfon who has received an affront, butto him who ia 
confcious of having given offence to his brother. It’s evident insport is this, 
If you recolle& that you have injured your brother, or that be has any juft 

round of complaint again# you, ge {peedily and offer him all realonable, 
fatisfaetion ; even before you engage in the moft folemn duties of religion ; 
for God will be ‘better pleafed with your frankly acknowledging yout — 
fault, and making tepatation to an offended Brother, than withany gift you 
can offer, or any fervice you can pay to himfelf, while you periit in your - 
injurious treatment of a fellow chriltian ; or negle€t to feck reconciliation 
with him, by all proper concessions. — 

How widely does the fpirit of this injunétion differ, from 
a profeffor to act like a fullen child, who will not'come to bis father’s table, 
Sor ent his appointed food, becaufe bis brother has difpleafed him ! 
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honor the Son as they honor the Father ; and no tran{gref- 


G 


Seow the partial voice of fome diforderly affeftion or 
on. 
be when the condu& of a profeffor has been notorioufly 
criminal, and occafion given to the enemies of the Lord 
to blaipheme, afpeedy exclufion may be tar more expe- 
dient, than a mere fufpenfion from the table of the Lord, 
In the cale of the inceftvous Corinthian, we find no. 
direttions given, firft to endeavour to bring him to repen-. 
tance ; but the church was direfted at onceto put bim 
away- from among them. 1 Cor. v. 19. Amdthis mode 
of proceeding, in fimilar circumftances, tends moft to the 
honor of God thé comfurt of the church, and the real 
good of the offender. Should God grant him thorough 
repentance, he may be afterwards ened, according to 
the direttions given, in 2 Cor. ii.6—11; and if that 
defirable event fhould not be evidently Lmepeven the. 
Church will be no longer embarafled or di : 
Some immoralities are more eafily proved, and fome 
are moré univerfally odious in the fight of the world, than 
others ; but st ought to be remembered thatthe fcriptures. 
reprefent covetouinefs and extortion, railing and an unfor- 
ving ipirit, as equally finful, (Eph. iv. g1, go. v. 5, 6. 
ol. ui. 5, 6.) and equally cenfurable, (1 Cor. v. 11.) with 
driinkennels, fornication and idolatry. And it wouldtend © 
exceedingly to the honor of our churches, if no one, wha. 
could be clearly conviéted of habitually indulging thefe 
vices, were able toretain his connexion with them, un- 
cenfured and unreformed. If this duty be neglefted, fuch 
charatters will prove as great a curfe to our focieties, as 
Achan was to the camp of Ifrael. iy | 
_JNor.as it merely on account of fcandalous immoralities — 
that perfons ought to be feparated from a Gofpel Church. 
An avowed renunciation of evangelical principles, and 


efpecially an open oppofition to the truth as it is in Jefus, | 


is a fufhcient forexciufion. Prudent and humble 
nor will they expett a perfect agreement in judgment, on 
every theological queflion, among a number of profeffors, 


‘who may yet give comfortable evidence that they hold the 


principal truths of revelation. But a denial of his Divi-— 
nity, who bought the church with his own blood, is utterly 
inconhitent with remaining in fellowfhip with thufe who 
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: mer that Believers are under any ot 
the Moral Law is no flandar 


fion of the precepts of the fecond table can be confidered — 
as a juit ground of exclufion, by thofe who would connive | 
at the exprefs difavowal of the whole decalogue, asa rule 
of conduét for Chriftians. ane 
To deny the right of a Church to take izarice of 
the religious Sentiments of it's Members, would be tb — 
facrifice the liberty of the Society to the hicentioufnefs of 


the Individual; and to fay, no Body of Chriftians have 
any right to determine, that they will unite together with — 
thofe only, who are nearly agreed in their religious fenti- _ 


ments. For perfons to unite in celebrating the Lord’s | 

fupper, while fome of them view itas little more facred _ 
than a feaft in memory of King William the third, orany _ 
other celebrated benefaftor to mankind ; and others view 
it as a divine ordinance, wherein we commemorate a real 


- facrifice for fin, made by the incarnate Son of God, ap- 


fterous and abfurd connexion ; for which it | 


Seavey be believed that any one would plead, unlefs 


he hoped fecretly to fpread opinions he was not at prefent 
willing to avow. Exclufion from a Congregational Church _ 
expofes no man to any civil penalties ; and God forbid _ 
we fhould ever with for the groffeft miftakes in religion to 
be punifhed by fines, or imprifonment, or ral feveri- 
ties. If we cannot defend our creed by the fword of the | 
Spirit, let the moft oppofite principles prevail, fooner than 
the {word of the Magiftrate fhould be called into our aid. _ 


_ Buttwo cannot walk comfortably together except they be 


agreed ; nor can a Chriftian Society flourifh, where im- 
portant truth is facrificed to worldly rn under the fpe- — 
cious names of candor and liberality. They who think 
us chargeable with idolatry, for paying divine worfhip to 
would do wrong to hold communion with 


us; and we fhould be as inconfiflent in keeping them in 


fellowfhip with us, who difbelieve the Deity and Atone- 
Nor isa reje&tion of the kingly office of Chrift lefs re- 
come than the refufal of embracing his mediation. 
t is poflible that inferior motives may, for a time, prevent 
rinciples, who 
raint, than the 
influence of a felfith But the idea that 
of duty is fo deftru@ive to 

all geal religion ; and is fo inconfiftent with the honor of 
A 4 diving 


fome from a@ting up to their licentious 
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divine grace in our and with a due value for the 


mortifying and fan&iifying influences of the Holy Spirit ; 


that no. error ought to be more feverely cenfured, by all 
who profels to love our Lord Jefus Chrift in fincerity 

Dearly beloved, we befeech you, Jefi 
Chrift’s fake, and for the love of the § irit, that who | 
beware of thofe deceitful workers, who by promifing you 
liberty from obedience, would bring you into bondage to 
corruption. Can you be fo feduced as to conceive that 
any man can bea friend of Free Grace, who abhors the 
idea of Duty ? Can that fcheme tend to the honor of God 
eur Savior, which fo reprefents the unregenerate as fallen 
below all obligation, and the believer as railed above all 
obligation, that the former are no more to be blamed than 
flocks or flones, and the latter has no more caufe to 
blufh than an angel ? On the Antinomian plan we fee not 
what ‘room is left tor the exercife of re faith or 
obedience. Of Repentance the {criptures fpeak much, 
but the deluded mortals who embrace a falfe gofpel hate 
the very name. Free Grace isa term they may often = i 
the fcriptural idea of grace they 

them more than an attempt to fhow that they on 

ve been righteoufly condemned. The Grace of the 
Bible is that which iehewe the higheft good onthofe who 
really deferved the greateft evil ; nor can grace thine forth 
with wor lendent luftre in any:man’s Salvation, except on 
the fup ars that Juftice would have been con{picuous 
in And as tothe Mediator, our obliga- 
tions to-him.muft furely be proportioned to the burden of 
fin he fuftained, when he gave himfelf a ranfom for us. 
But certainly he fuffered for no more fins, than thofe for 


which, had at not been for his kind interpofition, we muft 


ourfelves. have fuffered. According to the flandard of 
duty, mult we form an eftimate of our quantity of guilt ; 
and anfwerable to the idea we entertaim of our perfonal 
demerit; will- be our fenfe of obligation to him who re- 
fiored that which hetook not away. How then muft they 
whodeny the fpirituality of the divine Law, and its unal-— 
terable of obedience, leflen the need and. the worth 

ofthe Atonement! Very narrow indeed, according to their 
opimion, was the extent of their duty before converfion ; 


and confequently the fins-they then committed were com- 

— few.and {mall ; and fince converfion infi- 

nuate 
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right hand and the left ;, but, where a man’s heart ap 


jon me duty and fin are both annihilated. For where 
there is no Law, there. can be no tranfgreflion. Bet 
without Law, they are without blame. hey have reach 
finlefs perfeétion the backward way. So much fervice. as 
are effectually inclined to do, they always perform 
more than this was not their duty. In what one in- 
ftance then do they fin? For what at, or what omiflion of 
theirs could it have been needful that Chrift fhould make 
atonement ? Surely by fuch fentiments as thefe, his pre- 
cious blood is trampled under foot. And as forthe divine | 
rit, there thefe miftaken profeffors with him to 
ett in their hearts, but what an unholy fpirit could more 
confiftently perform; to whifper peace te them, let 


their frame-or thei conduét be what it may. 


We with you to be on your guard againft error, on the 


pears 
right with God, may you labor to convince him of his 
miftake, ina firit of meeknefs and-love. But when a 
profeflor becomes deeply infetted with opinions, that 
would overturn the very foundations of our , or de- 
ftroy all ical godlinefs, it becomes nece ary, in a 
firm and decided manner to bear teftimony againft fuch 


fatal miftakes, proceed to infect others, 


mote more un 


Perfons may eile be juftly excluded from a Chriftian 
Church, who are neither chargeable with grofs immora- 
lity, nor with dangerous errors. If they negleé the or- 
dinances of God's houfe altogether, or without caufe 
withdraw themfelves from the Church to which they had 
once given up their names, it is proper to notice their 
condutt ; though the cenfure may vary in its terms, ac- 
cording to an impartial confideration of the charatter, 


Thofe, who difcover a lukewarm and backfliding 


fhould be faithfully and affectionately warned: and, if 
they cannot be reclaimed, fhould be excluded. Noe 


: one good people to be allowed to come into a Church 


go out. again, at their own pleafure. If they have 
reafons for ton withdrawment, let thefe be refpettiully 
ftated to the Church; and, though they may not appear 
fully fatistaétory, yet at may be better to grant a member 
his difmiffion to another church, than to detain bin again 
his inclination. Difmiffions may be differently worded, 
— cafe fhall require ; and, if the Aét of Exclufion be 
committed 
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R would be proper always to app 


att alone. For, at that rate, man hight elude al} 
difcipline, by withdrawing himfelf, as foon as the fociety 
was inclined to call himto account for his mifeondv@. © 
- It tends greatly to impede the due exercife of Church 
Government, when a number of nominal members are 


- faffered to remain on the lift, who neither fulfill any of 


the duties of members, nor of the ordinances of 
God's houfe, nor are called to any account for 
to fill uptheir places. If fome, of pretty good 
charatters, are fuffered to remain Jong in this ftate ; who 
fhall begin to «call others to account, who may be but 
partial ~ their and more in 
general rtment ? The longer a due in{pettion of t 
is negletted, the more becomes ; 
and the church which has long connived at fmailler irre- 
gularities, knows not how to animadvert upon thofe that 
are rather more heinous. Thus a Church, mftead of re- 
“wewsae a well cultivated garden, full of nt ‘fruits, 
comes like the field of the flothful, or of 
of the man void of underftanding ; 10, it is all grown over 
with thorns, nettles cover the face thereof, and the ftone 
wall thereot is broken down. 
Sometimes, thofe who had given themfelves up to our 
Churches may be removed, to a diftance too great to ad- 
mit of their being watched over by their brethren, or at- 
tending on their affemblies. To fuch perfons, it is cuf- 
tomary, for any fociety of the fame denomination, either 
with or without a recommendation, to grant occafional 
communion. _ If a perfon, however, be not well known, 
for the atteftation of 
the ‘paflor or church to which he * and, if there 
be'no profpeét of a fpeedy return to his refidence, 
it would ‘be well to apply for a Lener of Difmiflion. 
Some worthy charafters, from 4n attachment to the people 
to whom they were firft united, are induced to objeA 
aaiaR removing their communion; but if thefe 
people duly confidered the union of the whole church, and 
vefle&ted on the poffibility 
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‘church; and to thofe w 


fallen into fin, ott 
from the like wickedne 


ling to refign them- 
and become clofely 
they cam. impart and re- 


by othets ; furely. 


they would be wil 
felves to the difpofal of provi 
connetted in feliowfhip, where 


ceive the moft benefit. For fome, we fear, may.with to 


remain mere tranfient communicants, that being at a dif- 
tance from the church they firft jomed, and not in full 
cemmunion with the other, they be the lefs refpon- 
fible either. Our Societies, would do mght 
to advife their own members, who have removed to a 
diftance, to apply for a difmiffion to fome neighbouring 
ho have enjoyed vccafional 
communion with themfelves for atime, upon a fimilar 


a important Ends to be anfwered by a {criptural Dif 


cipline fhould engage the attention of us all to this fubjett. 
The Honor of God our Saviour is the chief objett we 
fhould ever keep in view ; as in all our conduét, fo elpe-, 
ciallyin'our church concerns. The very exiftence of a 
Church, as a of vifible faints, profefling f ion 
from the world and peculiar devotedaefs to the R ; 
if they are not careful to depart from all iniquity, muft, in- 
fiead of tending to his honor, tend to his difhonor. To. 
profefs a {pecial union to Him and to each other, and yet. 
not be united in love; to profels to be the fat of the 
earth, but to have no peculiar favor ; to,profefs to be the 
lights of the world, not to let our light fo thine before 


men as to glorify our heavenly Father; muft be worfe 
‘than the total omiffion of any explicit 


profeflion. But 
without Difcipline. the Church cannot be kept pure. 
Therefore the Apoftle urged this confideration to ftrongly 
on the church at Corinth: ‘* Know ye not that a lute 
leaven leaveneth the whole lump? Purge out, therefore,. 
the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are un- 
leavened. Therefore, Jet us keep the fealt, not with old 
leaven, neither with the leaven ot malice and wickednefs, 
but with the unleavened bread of fincerity and truth.” 
By duly cenfuring the conduét of one profeffor, who has 
oo be put upon their guard, and 

* and even the offender 
himfelf may, through the blefling of God upon his own 
pointment, be brought to conviétion, humiliation and 
rough repentance. But, to aniwer thefe ends, 
é¢hurches fhould a€ with promptitude, firmnefs and una, 
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nimity; fhewing that they “ cannot bear them: that are’ 

evil; and that they abhor all fuch praftices as tend to 

grieve the Holy Spirit, and expofe the caufe of negra to. 
h. 


Jefus, Church muft be governed by a regard 


to his will, and att in.obedience to his authority. Every 
member fhould guard againft the influence of prejudice, 
or private affection; doing nothing by ality, or thro’: 
, ftrile or. vain . While the officers of the 
chorch are called to take the lead in the 
direftions given to the Corinthians fhew that they are to 
aét im concurrence with the whole body; andthe mem- 
bers in general fhould ftrengthen the hands of the Paftor 
arid Deacons; by their co-operation, left they fhould be 
deterred trom'fe neceflary a duty, by the difficulties or 
odsemn whuch would attend it, were they left to aét alone. © 
* Great racers, will refult from a fpirit of Humility 
and Unanimity. Let every member refleft on the im-: 
portance of the fubjett, ule his pudgement, and fpeak his 
mind, with modelty and freedom. Let him not impli- 
eitly fall an with meafures which do not recommend them-: 
felves to his confcience: but let him alfo not find fault 
with the propofals of others, merely for the fake of fhew- 
ing his confequence. In all large focieties, it will be 
dithcult, on fome occafions, to be perfeétly unanimous. 
But the Minority muft, in fuch cafes, fubmitto the Ma- 
jority ; though a wife le will feldom carry things 
againit a sefpettable Minority. The more ear- 
nefily all are engaged am the purfuit of a right end, the more 
likely will they be to unite im the 5 means of; aitain- 
ing it. And if all are cloathed humility, the younger 
and inexperienced will readily fubmit 10 thofe whom 
God hath blefled withthe greateft meafure of wifdom and 
udence: yea all will be fubyeét one to another, taking 
d to their own fpirits, and confidering one another to_ 
oke unto Love and good Works. So thal] our 
hurches refemble the antient metaphorica] defcription, 
capfe impartial {pettators to exclaim, Whois fhe that 
jooketh forth as the morning, tair as the moon, clear as 
the fun, and terrible as an army, with banners bs 5 
Signed by defire and on behalf | : | 
- the A flociation, 


BREVJIATES. 
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Evening. Vi. Some Ministers’ having “arrived 
Brother Hugh Williams of Cheltenham prayed, and Brother 


e's 
> 


Henry Page of Bristol preached from 2 Pet.i. 10. Give all 
diligence to make ‘your Calling.and Election sure. 
Wednesday, Afternoon. 11. Brother Opie Smith prayed, 
Brother Saffery was chosen 
Churches were read, and minutes taken, of their contents. 
Brother Ward concluded in prayer. 
Evening V1... Brother dsaec Taylor prayed, Brother Ni- 
cholson of Kiagsbri preached, from,,Rev, vii. 9. 10. 
After this I beheld, and lo, a great mtultitude, which no man 
could: number, of .all..mations, end kindreds, “Sc. Brother 
Dawson concluded the service, 
‘Thursday, Morning. V1. . Four Brethren prayed viz... Nor- 
man, of Modbury, 3 Hinton, of Beckinton; Evans of Cres- 


combe 3 and Perry,of Malmstury. After which we received — 


theMeney for the Association Fund, amounting to £135 18 6 
and also the subscriptions for Letters. ed 

Brother Porter: prayed, Brother Sqffery preached from 
Matt. xxvii. 46. About the ninth haur Jesus cried with a 
doud poice, saying EG, Eh, lama sabacthana Se. aod Brother 
‘Taylor of Caine preached from Psalm lxxxvii. 3.. Glorious 
things are spoken of thee, Q city of God. Brother Ryland 
read the Letter to the Churches, and closed with prayer. 

_ Retired to a neighbouring Boom, built by the Church at 
Shortwood for a Sunday School, when the Money of the Fynd 
was distributed, and various Resolutions were passed by the 
Metibers of the Association. 
~~ Evening Vi. Brother Norman prayed, and Brother Birt 
preached from Psalm xcvii. 1, 2. The Lord reigneth ; let the 
earth rejoice let the ‘multitude of isles b¢ glad. Cloudy and 
darkness are round about him +: righteousness and judgement 
are the habitation of itis throne. Brother Flint of Uiey ended 
— Ministers ahd Messengers, after the congregation had 
retired, staid to finish the Business of the Association, which 
was closed in prayer by the Moderator” ? 
‘Next Morning, Priday; May 25, another meeting ‘was 
held, attended by a large Congregation, and as many Mini- 
sters as could stay, for the public Recognizing of Brother 
Winterbotham’s Settlement with the Church’ at Shortwood. 
Service began at Half after Ten, Brother Shoveller read and 
prayed. Brother Sharp introduced the Business, the senior 
declared thé unanimous choice of the church; and 


Brother 


Moderator... The Letters from the 
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Brother Winterbetham signified iis acceptance of the same. 
Brother Birt prayed, Brother Ryland preached from 1 Thess. 
y. 14—14, Brother Porter concluded, | ate 


Ste 


. Resolved, That a Donation of ten Pounds be given to Bro- 
ther Gill of Loughwood, on account of his extraordinary ¢x- 
in the Jast year, incurred through illness, and by his 
ing drawn for the Army of Reserve. 
Resolved, That while we yield to none of our Fellow-sub-— 
jeets;'in an dffectionate regard to our Country, and dutiful 
gtibmission to Government, not for fear of the wrath of man, 
‘but for conscience sake, and would encourage all needful 
‘exertions for national defence ; we are bound by the superior 
ties of loyalty to the King of kings, to warn all who 
‘to our Congregations against the violation of the Lord's day: — 
conjuring them, .as they would not provoke God to give us up 
tothe cruclty of onr foes, that, ‘instead of profaning God's holy 
day by military exercises, they would, tho’ it may subject them 
to loss and inconvenience, claim the liberty allowed by Go-— 
 wernment, of learning the use of arms at another time. zi 
Resdlved, That it ‘be strongly recommended to those 
Churches, who have hitherto contributed very little to the 
Fand, to make a ‘public ‘Collection for it,on the day when they 
sign the letter to the Association. 
| | | 
| _ A. FTER some serious Conversation, on the importance of 
| paying increasing attention tothe Education of you 
j men, possessing hopeful talents for the Ministry, the two fol- 
| lowing Resolutions were proposed and cordially adopted. | 
: Bs ps. ‘lo recommend it earnestly to those of our Members, 
other generous Friends, who have it in thtir power, to 
become Subscribers to the BRISTOL, EDUCATION SO- 
CIETY ; that the number of Students in that Seminary, which 
has already proved a -blessing to our Churches, may be 
(2.) As some persons, possessing real picty and promising 
gifts, may beraised.up in our Churches, whose age, previous 
‘want of education, or other circumstances, would render it 
Jess cligible for ‘them tobe sent to Bristol, than to receive more 
| private assistance for.a shorter period ; we think it highly de- 
; ; sirable that they should be put fora time under thetnition of some 
~ our — and more judicious Ministers, who may be selected 
purpose jgghat thus at least get a correct 
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knowledge of our own » and be improved in an ac- 
guaintance with scriptural wwinity. 

Subscriptions or Donations for these purposes will be re- 
ceived by Brother Ryland, or by John Parca Esq. Treasurer of 
the Education Society.; and also by our Brethren metabo yd 
Wipyterbotham and Opie Smith. 

Agreed, That the Letter to the Churches, being signed by 
the Moderator, shall be printed: and that Brother daf/ery be 
appointed to draw up the next general Letter,on The Im- 
| partence of streawoxs Exertions for promoting the Cause of 

hrist. 


«*» Agreed to hold the next Association at Kingsbridge, 
on ‘the Wed and Thursday in WHITSUN WEEK, 1805. 


Brother Redding, and Brother Ryland to preach, 


Toms.and Brother Page. 

It is requested that the Churches would, in hide 
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State of the Churches fince the laft Affociation. ) 


| By Baptifm - Deth - 6 
Reftored 


12 Excluhon - 42 


‘ Clear 1599, 
* W.B. were difnissed to the st Church at Serampore, 

BENGAL,:;. engaged their hearts the 


Jan. gd, and arrived at New 
il s0th, after a paffage of 109 Days ; Naw 
our dear American Brethren. 


were ‘from Brother Birt’s Church at Plymouth Dock, 

Richard Mardon, whe married Rhoda Brenham, and John Bi/s, whote wihe's 
maiden name was Hennah Ofmund ; Two from Stokegomer, William. Moore, 
married to Eleanor Hurford; and two from Salifbury, Ffiua Rowe, who 
married Eliza Noyes. 
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Letters were received from the following Churches, 
_ though several, by -reason of their distance. could 
. mot send Messengers to the Association. - | 


Chacewater and 24. 
Rob. Re ‘ 


ob. 


rton, . Sallifbury, Saffery 
4- Bovey Tracey, os, Spr 

. Brithem, hos, Roberts | 


v 


Cuillumpton,. Sem: Ramfon 29. Bath, « Port, 


- B. Exeter, D. Sprague | 31. Brid 

“9” Kingfbridge, ge. tiftel, in” 
Modbury, Norman. | 

41, Plymouth, Ovington . 


32. Plymouth Dock 
dane, Birt | 
33. Plymo Deck 


‘| 43. Horfely, “ W. Winterbotham 


rq 


44. Kin ames Williamg 
Sodbury, j§§ 7. Ferebee 
146: Thorubary, 


B. ‘The increasing expence of Paper sill render 
it 

cessary that the Letters should be sold for two-pence 
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Calne, Jfaac Taylor 
| Crockerton, Threfher 
Grittleton, 
a =< a R. ofely 
rf 
Lage 
Sharp 
4. Chare Fohn Toms 
| Crofcombe, Sam. Eoans | 
erty Strec . Frome, oh 
n Kingdon 
| Prefcott, B..Thomas 87. Hatch, Sete Brecher | 
98. Horfington, Cox 
89- Paulton, Sotteridge | 
: 41. Wellington, Fohn Che 
Loughwood, 42. Yeovil, Thos. Price 
38 Lyme, Dem fen 
29. Winbourne, . Mi | 
 Hamrsuree. 
@0. Portiea, D. Miaill 1 
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